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Abstract
Dual credit programs allow high school students to earn college credit for courses that are delivered in school 
by existing teachers.  These programs are gaining popularity nationality and present unique challenges to infor-
mation literacy instruction in academia, where emphasis is typically placed on freshman composition courses.   
Composition faculty report that many duel credit students do not demonstrate the same comprehension and 
skill level as students from conventional university courses. (Bruch & Frank, 2011).  Little research has been 
done on the effect this has on information literacy (IL) instruction.  The Hoosiers and Information Literacy proj-
ect's (HAIL) Dual Credit Working Group has been working with school media specialists and academic instruc-
tion librarians to explore this subject.  The following issues have been noted: dual credit courses are often com-
bined with AP, honors, or other advanced students; schools offer classes from multiple academic institutions 
which complicates access to electronic collections; little understanding of the differences between high school 
and academic standards; few academic libraries preform outreach to students and teachers involved in dual 
credit programs.  One common concern shared by academic librarians is the effect this will have on students 
entering their programs without having benefited from the first two years of academic IL instruction.  Science 
and health undergraduates could potentially graduate without having experienced a significant literature search 
or writing assignment at their degree awarding institution
Strategies for Outreach
• Collaborations between Academic and School Media Librarians.
• Raise awareness of dual credit within the profession.
• Streamlining resource access points.
• Inter-university cooperation for onsite IL Instructions.
• Training High School Teachers on academic resources.
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   Background to Dual Credit & HAIL 
Hossiers and Information Literacy (HAIL) began in 2011 as part of the Academic Libraries of Indiana’s Informa-
tion Literacy Comittee’s efforts to bring librarains from all fields together to discuss issues affecting IL state-
wide.   The Dual Credit Working Group (DCWG) formed latter that year as an off shoot of the Professional 
Development Working Group.  The first task of the DCWG was to accertain the nature and breadth of dual 
credit in the state and how it was affecting IL instruction both at the high school and university level.
 
1.2 million students in dual credit courses nationwide. 
(Duffy, 2009)
71% of high schools offer dual credit nationally. 
(NCES 2005-009)
Math, English, and History most offered.
(NACEP, 2010)
Possible Implications
So how does this affect science librarainship?
Here are some possible implications:
• Lower IL skills and/or lack of IL instruction at university level.
• Unfamiliarity with university resources despite having junior or above standing.
• Difficulty understanding scientific language or methodology.
• Lack of exposure to scholarly publishing outlets.
Survey
A survey of Academic and School Media Specialists is being conducted in the state of Indiana.  In order to reach 
the largest number of school librarians, the survey has been delayed until fall 2014.  
Sample Questions:
Which of the following best describes your interaction with high school classroom teachers of dual credit 
courses?
a. Highly collaborative regarding assignments and information literacy instruction
b. Some interaction about information literacy instruction session/class visit
c. Very little interaction, instruction is mostly library orientation
d. No interaction or no instruction
e. Other. Please describe.
Which of the following best describes your interaction with high school library media specialists/academic li-
brarians at schools offering dual credit courses?
a. Highly collaborative regarding assignments and information literacy instruction
b. Some interaction about information literacy instruction session/class visit
c. Very little interaction, instruction is mostly library orientation
d. No interaction or no instruction
e. Other. Please describe.
In your opinion, do students taking dual credit courses receive similar opportunities for information literacy in-
struction as students enrolled in the equivalent course offered on your campus? Yes/No
If you would like to know the results of the survey, please sign-up online. http://tinyurl.com/haildc
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“In Indiana, dual credit is the term given to courses in which high school students have the opportunity to earn 
both high school and  college credits. Dual credit courses are taught by high school faculty or by adjunct col-
lege faculty or college faculty either at the high school, at the college or university, or sometimes through online 
courses or distance education. Dual credit is offered by both state and independent (private, regionally accredit-
ed) colleges and universities.” (Indiana Depart. of Ed.)
